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The Four Laws of Ecology 

1) Everything is connected to everything else - humans and other species are 

connected/dependant on a number of other species. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Everything must go somewhere - no matter what you do, and no matter what you 

use, it has to go somewhere.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Nature knows best - Like it says, nature knows best.  

 

 

 



4) There is no such thing as a free lunch - Everything you do must have a reason 

behind it. This law basically means you have to do something in order to get something in 

return.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Everything has limits – there is only so much… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formulated by physicist and ecologist, Barry Commoner. 


